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LIABILITY OF HEALTH DEPARTMENT. 

JUDICIAL DECISION HOLDING THAT A MUNICD7ALITY IS NOT LIABLE FOR THE NEGLI- 
GENCE OF ITS HEALTH AUTHORITIES IN THE MAINTENANCE OF AN ISOLATION 
HOSPITAL. 

The Supreme Court of Kansas has decided that a city is not liable in 
damages for injury resulting from the negligence or misfeasance of 
officers or employees of the city health department while enforcing 
laws or ordinances for the protection of the public health. 

A patient in a city isolation hospital suffered from blood poisoning 
as a result of getting into his foot a splinter from the floor. He alleged 
that the city was negligent in maintaining the floor in a defective con- 
dition, but the court said that "the duty of a municipal corporation to 
conserve the public health is governmental, and it is not liable for 
injuries inflicted while performing such duty." 

The opinion is published in this issue of the Public Health Reports, 
page 1875. 

POLIOMYELITIS (INFANTILE PARALYSIS). 

WHAT IS KNOWN OF ITS CAUSE AND MODES OF TRANSMISSION. 

By Wade H. Frost, Passed Assistant Surgeon, Uuited States Public Health Service. 

In view of the present outbreak of infantile paralysis (poliomye- 
litis) in New York City the following discussion of the etiology and 
epidemiology of this disease is taken from Hygienic Laboratory 
Bulletin No. 90, with some revision by the author. This discussion, 
based on an extensive review of the literature and on the author's 
personal studies of the epidemics previously reported, is presented 
as a summary of the present knowledge concerning the cause and 
transmission of poliomyelitis, with such opinions as seem justified 

by the facts. 

Means of Transmission. 

The essential facts brought out by the experimental studies of 
poliomyelitis are the following: 

The specific cause of poliomyelitis is a minute microorganism, a 
so-called virus, capable of cultivation in vitro on suitable media. 
124 (1817) 



